
Standard colors for cable trays

Article Overview

Standard cable trays are typically finished in neutral colors such as gray, black, or metallic tones, with color

often indicating material type or environmental suitability.

Common Color Practices

o Gray: Most widely used for steel or aluminum cable trays, providing a neutral, corrosion-resistant finish

suitable for indoor and general-purpose installations (Hubbell NEXTFRAME(R) Ladder Tray is available in

gray) .

o Black: Often used for aesthetic purposes or in data centers where equipment and trays are color-coordinated

.

o Metallic/Unpainted: Hot-dip galvanized or stainless steel trays retain a metallic finish, indicating corrosion

resistance and suitability for harsh or outdoor environments .

o Special Coatings: Powder-coated or epoxy-coated trays may be used in chemical or highly corrosive

environments, sometimes in colors like blue, green, or red to indicate specific cable types or safety zones,

though these are typically project-specific rather than standardized .

Material-Based Color Considerations

o Steel Trays: Usually gray or metallic; galvanized steel may appear silver or light gray.

o Aluminum Trays: Natural metallic finish or anodized gray for corrosion resistance.

o Fiberglass/Nonmetallic Trays: Often light gray or beige; color may also indicate UV resistance or flame

retardancy .

Standards and Guidelines

o NEC (NFPA 70) Article 392: Does not mandate specific colors but requires that cable trays be suitable for

the environment and clearly identifiable for safety and maintenance purposes .

o NEMA VE 1 / CSA C22.2 #126.1: Provides guidance on materials and finishes; color is generally used to

indicate coating type or corrosion protection rather than electrical function .

o IEC 61537: International standard for cable tray systems; color is not strictly specified but should not

compromise visibility, safety, or identification of cables .

Practical Recommendations

o Use gray or metallic finishes for general-purpose installations.

o Reserve black or custom colors for aesthetic or specialized applications.

o Ensure coatings and colors are compatible with environmental conditions (e.g., UV exposure, chemical
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resistance).

o Follow local codes and project specifications, as some facilities may adopt internal color-coding schemes for

different cable types (power, data, control). In summary, while there is no universal color code mandated for

cable trays, gray, black, and metallic finishes are standard, with other colors applied for environmental

protection, aesthetics, or project-specific identification purposes. Compliance with NEC, NEMA, and IEC

standards ensures safety and durability.

Learn cable color codes with global standards, safety rules, and practical applications.

Electrical Color Code Guidelines This document provides guidelines for color classification of electrical items

for PDMS design dated

Understanding Cable Color Codes: A Comprehensive Guide Blog / By Sam Wu / June 4,

TRAY CABLE PVC Jacket PVC/Nylon Insulation 90&#176;C - 600 Volt - UL Type TC-ER* 12 AWG E-2

Color Code 06-14-2018

The various standards STANDARD IEC 61 537 "INTERNATIONAL ELECTROTECHNICAL

CONTRACTORS STANDARD FOR

Other colors are also available; indicated by the suffix PE. Nearly every item is available painted with the

exception of threaded

Not all cable trays are equivalent. The mechanical and electrical characteristics, tests, certifications, overall

quality management,

This document provides a color-coding guide for identifying different pipes, cable trays, trunking, conduits,

and ducting for M&amp;E

In designing supports for a cable tray system, consideration should be given to the loads associated with future

cable additions and

Get accurate tray cable color codes for your installation to ensure safety and compliance. For custom color

codes, contact us today

Find the tray cable color code to complete your next installation safely. Need a custom color code produced?

Contact us today.

INTRODUCTION The B-Line series Cable Tray Manual was produced by our technical staff. We recognize
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the need for a complete

As an industry leader in cable tray, Eaton offers one of the widest ranges of cable management solutions

available in the market

Cable Tray Technical Guide A practical guide to product selection and installation This guide for engineers

and installers has been

Depending on which end of the cable you''re looking at, you can read the colors clockwise or

counterclockwise from the center black

Cable trays are components of support systems for power and communications cables and wires. A cable tray

system supports and

Web: https://morwarreconst.co.za
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