
Relay protection devices are primary
equipment 

Article Overview

Relay protection devices are not considered primary equipment; they are control and decision-making devices

that operate primary equipment like circuit breakers.

Role of Protective Relays

Protective relays are designed to monitor electrical quantities such as current, voltage, frequency, and

impedance, and to detect abnormal conditions or faults in power systems . When a fault is detected, the relay

sends a trip signal to a circuit breaker or other interrupting device, which then isolates the faulted section .

Relays themselves do not interrupt current directly; they rely on primary equipment like breakers to perform

the physical disconnection .

Primary vs. Secondary Equipment

o Primary equipment refers to devices that directly carry or interrupt electrical power, such as transformers,

generators, transmission lines, and circuit breakers .

o Secondary or auxiliary equipment, which includes protective relays, controls, and measurement devices,

supports the operation and protection of primary equipment . Relays are part of the protection system,

ensuring that primary equipment operates safely and faults are cleared promptly.

Primary and Backup Relays

Within the protection system, relays can be classified as primary or backup based on their role in fault

detection . A primary relay is the first line of defense for a specific section of the system, while a backup relay

operates only if the primary relay fails. Despite this terminology, both types are still secondary devices, as

they control the operation of primary equipment rather than interrupting power themselves.

Conclusion

Protective relays are essential for system reliability and safety, but they are not primary equipment. They

function as decision-making devices that detect faults and command primary equipment, such as circuit

breakers, to isolate the faulted section, thereby protecting the power system and minimizing damage .

Differential Relay: An Essential Protection Device in Power Systems Introduction A differential relay is a

vital
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What is Primary and Backup Protection in Power System? The protection provided by protective relaying

equipment

Protective Relaying Principles and Applications The article provides an overview of protective relaying

principles and their

Primary relay or primary protection relay is the first line of power system protection whereas backup relay is

operated

Primary Protection Relays: These relays are the first line of defense and are installed to protect specific

equipment or sections of the

ABB''s Relion family of protection and control relays for primary distribution offers a wide range of products

for protection, control,

A protective equipment used in power system to sense and clear a fault or abnormal condition by acting as a

first layer

Relays are electrically controlled devices that use one signal to switch, isolate, interlock, or command another

circuit.

Learn about protective relays, their working principle, types, and applications in power systems. Discover how

relays

Comprehensive guide to electrical protection devices including relays, fuses, and circuit breakers, with

specifications,

Discover the importance of protection relays in safeguarding electrical equipment. Learn about types like

single-phase,

What is a Protection Relay? A protection relay is an automatic switching device designed to detect abnormal

conditions in an

Different Types of Protective Relays What is a Protective Relay? A protective relay is an electronic device

used in power systems to

This architecture has a primary protective relay and one or more secondary protection devices. Overlapping

and
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Eaton''s protective relays provide you with unique microprocessor-based devices that eliminate

Regular testing and maintenance of protection relays are essential to verify their proper
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