
PLC Industrial Switch Usage

Article Overview

PLCs control industrial processes while industrial switches enable reliable network communication, and

together they form the backbone of modern automation systems.

PLC Usage Methods

Programmable Logic Controllers (PLCs) are hardware devices designed to automate industrial processes by

executing pre-programmed logic. They are used to control machinery, production lines, and other automation

tasks. PLCs are programmed using software on a PC, and the program is downloaded to the PLC for

execution. Key usage methods include:

o Real-time Control: PLCs receive input from sensors and execute logic to control actuators, motors, and

valves in real time .

o Data Exchange: PLCs communicate with SCADA systems, HMIs, and other PLCs to share process data and

enable monitoring .

o Diagnostics and Maintenance: PLCs support remote access for troubleshooting, performance tracking, and

program updates .

o Distributed Control: Multiple PLCs can be networked to manage different sections of a production line

collaboratively . PLCs rely on various communication protocols such as serial (Modbus RTU), Ethernet-based

(EtherNet/IP, Profinet), fieldbus (Profibus, CANopen), and wireless standards. Protocol selection depends on

speed, distance, topology, and integration requirements .

Industrial Switch Usage Methods

Industrial switches are network devices that connect multiple Ethernet-enabled devices in harsh industrial

environments. They are designed to withstand dust, vibration, and temperature extremes, ensuring stable

communication between PLCs and other automation devices . Usage methods include:

o Network Connectivity: Industrial switches connect PLCs, sensors, HMIs, and drives, enabling real-time data

transmission .

o Distributed Control Support: Switches allow multiple PLCs to communicate efficiently, supporting

coordinated operations across production lines .

o Network Segmentation and Priority Management: Managed switches can prioritize critical PLC traffic and

segment networks for security and efficiency .

o Redundancy and Reliability: Switches can be configured in ring or mesh topologies with protocols like

STP/RSTP or MRP to ensure high availability .

o Integration with Higher-Level Systems: Industrial switches facilitate connection to factory networks,

SCADA, and remote monitoring platforms .

Page 1/3



PLC Industrial Switch Usage

Best Practices for PLC and Industrial Switch Integration

o Use Industrial-Grade Switches: Avoid commercial-grade switches; industrial switches provide durability

and reliability in factory conditions .

o Plan Network Topology: Use ring or mesh topologies for redundancy and assign static IPs to critical PLCs .

o Select Appropriate Protocols: Match PLC communication protocols with switch capabilities to ensure

deterministic and fast data exchange .

o Enable Real-Time Monitoring: Ensure switches support low-latency communication for PLCs to maintain

precise control .

o Document Network Configuration: Maintain IP addresses, subnets, and protocol settings for troubleshooting

and future expansion . By combining PLCs with industrial switches, industrial automation systems achieve

reliable, real-time control, distributed coordination, and scalable network communication, forming a robust

foundation for modern manufacturing and industrial IoT applications .

This style of programming was developed to make it easier for industrial electricians to adapt to the new

technology of PLCs. While

Learn when to move from unmanaged to managed switches, how VLANs improve PLC networks, and how to

design

What are the Applications of PLC? What are the major areas of Application of PLC? Explained the daily life

Before the days of the PLC the only way to control machinery was through the use of relays. Relays work by

utilizing a coil that,

What is PLC (Programmable Logic Controller)? Programmable Logic Controller (PLC) is a digitally

INTRODUCTION Rotary DIP Switches and DIP Switches are used in many types of devices, including

Program-mable Logic

Learn the PLC logic example on multiple switches and motors with the ladder diagram.

Having the Ethernet switch built-in to the product opens up the benefits associated with using a Linear or Ring

Topology. Integrated

Contents ? Key learnings: PLC Definition: A programmable logic controller is a specialized computer

designed to

r industrial automation and power systems. Rotary DIP Switches or DIP Switches are used to set up the node

Page 2/3



PLC Industrial Switch Usage

or IP address of a

In automotive manufacturing, electronic assembly, and other scenarios, industrial switches must connect

PLCs, robots,

Some examples of active digital input devices are proximity switches, temperature switches, level switches

and pressure switches.

These switches tend to be the simplest because they only use two wires to establish the loop (circuit)

connection with the PLC, and

In the field of industrial IoT, the collocation of Ethernet switch and programmable logic controllers (PLC) is

the key to achieving

Learn PLC switches and understand push buttons, limit switches, and selector switches used in industrial

automation systems.

Learn about the different types of industrial control panels and their applications in this

Web: https://morwarreconst.co.za
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