
Long-distance transmission solution for
optical modules

Article Overview

Long-distance optical module connections rely on single-mode fiber, proper power budgeting, and sometimes

optical amplification or coherent technology to maintain signal integrity over tens to hundreds of kilometers.

Key Components and Considerations

Optical Modules: Long-distance modules include SFP, SFP+, SFP28, QSFP+, and QSFP28 variants, often

labeled LX, EX, ZX, or ZR/ER for extended reach. These modules are designed with higher output power,

superior receiver sensitivity, and longer wavelength lasers (typically 1310nm or 1550nm) to support distances

from 10 km up to 120 km or more . Fiber Type: Single-mode fiber (OS2) is the standard for long-distance

connections due to its low attenuation and minimal dispersion over long spans. Duplex LC connectors are

commonly used, while BIDI modules can reduce fiber usage by transmitting bidirectionally on a single strand

. Power Budget and Attenuation: Long-distance links require careful alignment of transmit (Tx) and receive

(Rx) power levels. Excessive optical power can damage the receiver, while insufficient power leads to signal

loss. Attenuators may be used to reduce power for shorter links, and optical power meters help verify link

budgets .

Connection Methods

o Direct Single-Mode Fiber Connection: For distances up to 40-80 km, modules can often be connected

directly via single-mode fiber with proper power management. For example, 10G SFP+/XFP modules can

achieve 80 km links using OS2 fiber without additional amplification .

o Optical Amplification: For ultra-long distances (beyond 80-120 km), Erbium-Doped Fiber Amplifiers

(EDFAs) boost the optical signal without converting it to electrical form, maintaining signal strength over

hundreds of kilometers .

o Coherent Optics and Advanced Modulation: Modules like 400G-ZR+ QSFP-DD use coherent detection and

advanced modulation formats (e.g., DP-QPSK) to increase data density and resilience to dispersion, enabling

distances up to 800 km in dense wavelength-division multiplexing (DWDM) systems .

o Dispersion Compensation: For very long links, chromatic dispersion can degrade signal quality. Dispersion

compensation modules or fibers may be deployed to maintain signal integrity .

Practical Deployment Tips

o Test Optical Power: Measure the received optical power before connecting modules to prevent overloading

the receiver .

o Use Attenuators When Needed: For links shorter than the module's rated distance, attenuators prevent

receiver saturation .

o Select Appropriate Module: Choose modules based on required distance, data rate, and environmental
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conditions (e.g., industrial-grade modules for outdoor or extreme temperature environments), .

o Monitor Link Performance: Digital Diagnostics Monitoring (DDM) can help track temperature, voltage, and

optical power to ensure stable operation . By combining the right optical module, single-mode fiber, power

management, and, if necessary, amplification or coherent technology, long-distance optical connections can

reliably transmit data over tens to hundreds of kilometers, supporting metro networks, data center

interconnects, and backbone links .

Short distance optical modules support link lengths of 2km and below, medium distance optical modules

support link

100G BIDI 80KM optical module delivers cost-effective long-distance transmission for DCI,

In long-distance transmission, single-mode optical modules are the first choice due to their smaller core

diameter and

In a large-capacity optical transmission system, it is important to be able to amplify and transmit over a

distance longer

Discover everything you need to know about SFP optical transceiver modules for long

This article tells you how to choose 100G QSFP28 modules for medium and long transmission distances, as

well as

The FS SFP28 25G LR optical module offers a high-performance, cost-effective, and scalable solution,

essential for

The ultimate goal for all-optical connectivity with an ultra-high F5G bandwidth is to increase transmission

rates. Optical modules --

Enter optical modules, which leverage the power of light to transmit data efficiently over long

Ultra Long-Distance Transmission Solution without Repeaters Application Scenarios: Transmission is limited

by factors such as

100G coherent DWDM is a cost-effective solution for long-haul networks, which can transport 100G data rate

capacity

In today''s rapidly evolving optical communication landscape, achieving high-capacity, ultra
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Overview of 100G LR4 Modules The 100G LR4 (Long Range 4) module is a type of optical transceiver

designed for

The transmission distance of short distance optical modules is generally 2 kilometers or less, with wavelengths

of

Optical modules are electronic devices used in communication systems to transmit optical signals. These

modules

Coherent optical modules use coherent light (waves with fixed phase relationships) for signal transmission and
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