
Distribution boxes are exempt from
inspection in Tanzania

Article Overview

Distribution boxes may qualify for exemption from pre-shipment inspection in Tanzania if they meet the

criteria for exempted goods under the PVoC program, but an official exemption letter from TBS is required.

PVoC Program Overview

The Pre-shipment Verification of Conformity (PVoC) program in Tanzania ensures that imported goods

comply with national and international standards before entering the market. Products regulated under PVoC

typically require a Certificate of Conformity (CoC) issued by authorized bodies such as TUV Rheinland or

SGS, which is mandatory for customs clearance . Without a CoC, shipments may be rejected, fined, or

subjected to destination inspection upon arrival .

Exemption Criteria

Certain goods can be exempted from PVoC inspection if they meet specific criteria, including:

o Capital goods used for production or business operations, not for resale or immediate consumption .

o Goods imported for government projects, mining, or exploration activities, provided relevant licenses and

exemption applications are submitted .

o Items listed in the TBS exempted products list, which may include electrical equipment or machinery

components, depending on the classification . Exemptions are granted per shipment or annually, and an

official exemption letter from TBS is required to clear customs without pre-shipment inspection . If no

exemption letter is provided, the goods must undergo standard PVoC inspection and obtain a CoC.

Distribution Boxes

While the sources do not explicitly list "distribution boxes," these are typically considered electrical

equipment or capital goods. If they are imported as part of a business project, industrial installation, or

government project, they may qualify for exemption. Importers must:

o Apply to TBS for an exemption letter, providing details of the shipment, intended use, and supporting

licenses or project documentation.

o Ensure compliance with Tanzanian standards (or acceptable international equivalents like IEC or ISO) even

if exempted from pre-shipment inspection .

o Use the exemption letter at customs to avoid mandatory CoC inspection .

Destination Inspection
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Goods exempted from pre-shipment inspection are still subject to destination inspection upon arrival in

Tanzania. This ensures that the shipment matches the declared specifications and complies with safety and

quality standards .

Key Takeaways

o Distribution boxes are not automatically exempt; exemption depends on classification, intended use, and

TBS approval.

o An exemption letter from TBS is mandatory to bypass pre-shipment inspection.

o Even exempted goods may undergo destination inspection to verify compliance.

o Importers should consult the TBS website for the latest exempted goods list and application procedures . By

following these steps, importers can determine whether their distribution boxes qualify for exemption and

ensure smooth customs clearance in Tanzania.

The Distribution Directorate is TANESCO''s primary interface with customers, operating at the final stage of

electricity supply chain. It

THE ELECTRICITY ACT, 2006 An Act to repeal and replace the Electricity Ordinance, to provide for the

regulation of electricity

Ensure quality of products, health, safety, and environmental protection for Tanzanians and this is reflected in

the scope of the

The PVoC is carried out by authorized third-party agencies, consisting of physical inspection with

combination of

6. What products are exempted under Tanzania PVoC? The exempted products under Tanzania PVoC include

but are not limited to

Tanzania standards take precedence where applicable. Conformance to international/regional standards like

IEC, ISO, EN etc. is

Products exempt from a Certificate of Conformity Exporters are advised to verify in the TBS website for an

updated and complete list

These duty free allowance shall be granted to all passengers of seventeen years and over, except such

passengers who are
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2. In these Regulations, unless the context requires otherwise "Act" means the Electricity Act; "electric supply

line" means a power

Dar es Salaam, 30th March, 2023 Tanzania Bureau of Standards (TBS) has revised the list of Harmonized

System Codes (HS

As the management of Tanzania Bureau of Standards Inspection Body (TBS-IB), we are committed to the

principles of the ISO/IEC

The Tanzania Bureau of Standards (TBS) hereby reminds all importers, clearing and forwarding agents, and

the general public that

Bureau Veritas Tanzania - Plot No.04, New Bagamoyo Road, ZO Spaces, 3rd Floor, PO Box 11896, Dar es

Salaam - Tanzania

Importers of goods which are regulated under the Pre-shipment Verification of Conformity to Standards

(PVoC) programme may

Tanzania Electricity Supply Company Limited (TANESCO) ies in Tanzania mainland. Its key mandate is to

generate, purchase,

Tanzania follows the EAC Customs Management Act 2004. Includes a list of goods that are prohibited from

being

Web: https://morwarreconst.co.za
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