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Article Overview

Cameroon has invested over $45 million in fiber optic infrastructure, but the network remains underutilized
and primarily serves as backhaul for mobile operators rather than direct consumer access.

Fiber Infrastructure and I nvestment

Cameroon has invested between $45.2 million and $54.2 million in fiber optic infrastructure, with a nationa
network spanning 15,812 km managed by the state-owned operator Camtel . Despite this investment, the
infrastructure is largely underutilized, and mobile operators like MTN and Orange rely on it solely for
backhaul, which routes traffic between mobile antennas and central network nodes . Operators are not
authorized to provide fiber directly to subscribers, making them dependent on Camtel's monopoly .

Service Quality and Challenges

The quality of mobile services in Cameroon has been declining, with frequent fiber outages, interrupted calls,
unstable browsing, and reduced speeds reported . The Telecommunications Regulatory Agency (ART) has
highlighted the need for better coordination among stakeholders and more favorable pricing to make fiber
access economically sustainable for mobile networks . Financia difficulties at Camtel further exacerbate
network instability .

Global and Regional Ranking

Cameroon ranks 93rd out of 93 countries in the Global Fiber Development Index, scoring only 4 out of 100,
reflecting low household adoption and limited fiber-to-business coverage . Although Cameroon is connected
to five submarine cables (SAT3, WACS, SAIL, NCSCS), less than a third of their capacity is utilized . The
country falls into a category of emerging markets with broadband infrastructure in place but low adoption,
suggesting that hybrid approaches combining fiber with aternative technologies like fixed wireless could
improve coverage .

Mobile Broadband Context

Despite the underutilization of fiber, mobile broadband penetration has grown, doubling from 18% to 39%
between 2018 and 2022, partially compensating for weaknesses in the fixed network . Mobile operators
continue to invest in network upgrades, including preparations for 5G deployment, but the fiber network's

instability remains a critical bottleneck .

Outlook
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To improve mobile fiber optic performance in Cameroon, key steps include:

o Enhancing network maintenance and reducing outages

o Promoting resource pooling and economic efficiency among operators

0 Expanding fiber coverage while integrating aternative technologies like fixed wireless

0 Addressing Camtel's financial and operational challenges to ensure reliable backhaul Overall, while
Cameroon has substantial fiber infrastructure, its impact on mobile service quality and household connectivity
remains limited, highlighting the need for strategic management and broader adoption initiatives.

CAMTEL"s fixed network infrastructure spans all 10 regions of Cameroon, providing high-speed internet,
telephony, and enterprise

As Cameroon"s telecommunication infrastructure operator, CAMTEL ambitions to position itself as the digital
hub for

The government-ordered audit aims to assess the current state of the national fiber optic network, which is
crucial for

Cameroon ranks last in the world for fiber optics, despite its undersea cables. Limited access and worrying
digital

Presented as a hub for telecommunications infrastructure, Cameroon is connected to five submarine fiber optic
cables: SATS,

MTN Global Connect and CAMTEL have joined forces to establish a strategic partnership that will see the

Comprehensive 2026 statistics on fiber optic coverage and internet usage in Cameroon, highlighting digital
infrastructure and

In an exclusive interview with Business in Cameroon, the CEO of MTN Cameroon echoes

CAMTEL, established in 1998, is Cameroon's national telecom operator offering fixed &amp; mobile
services (including "Blue"), fibre

In addition to its regional focus, the project proposes to complete the missing links in the national fibre-optic
network in

Overview of CAMTEL"s national backbone: fibre, datacentres, and international connections. Access a
detailed representation of our
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6Wresearch actively monitors the Cameroon Distributed Fiber Optic Sensor Oil &amp; Gas Market and
publishes its comprehensive

The quality of telecom services remains a major concern in Cameroon. To address this, the regulator regularly

In 2023, Cameroon continued to witness a significant demand for distributed fiber optic sensors, with top
exporters including Italy,

Au demeurant, malgr&#233; ces &#233;cueils, la connectivit&#233; &#224; la fibre optique a permis au
Cameroun de faire de grands bonds

Cameroon is ranked in the bottom tier of 44 African nations for mobile broadband adoption, with
Mozambique leading

Web: https://morwarreconst.co.za
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