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Article Overview

Cable tray holes are designed to provide ventilation, reduce weight, and comply with standards, with
perforated trays typically requiring at least 30% of the base areato be open.

Purpose of Cable Tray Holes
Cable tray holes serve several key functions:

o Ventilation: Allow heat generated by cables to dissipate, preventing overheating.

0 Weight Reduction: Reduce the overall weight of the tray without compromising structural integrity.

o Cable Management: Provide points for securing cables with ties or clamps.

o Compliance: Meet standards such as BS 7671, which defines perforated trays as having holes occupying at
least 30% of the base area.

Types of Cable Trays and Hole Patterns

o Perforated Trays: Feature aregular pattern of holes. Standard perforated trays often have less than 25% open
area, which may limit airflow, while BS 7671 requires at least 30% for full perforation classification .

o Ventilated Trays:. Include slots or holes to alow airflow and easier cable access.

o Ladder Trays. Use rungs to support cables, with open spaces between rungs providing natural ventilation.

0 Basket Trays: Wire mesh design with high open area, often exceeding 30%, ideal for installations requiring
maximum airflow and flexibility .

Standards and Installation Considerations

0 BS 7671 Compliance: Perforated trays must have holes covering at least 30% of the base to be considered
fully perforated. Trays with fewer holes are treated as unperforated for current-carrying capacity calculations.
o Current-Carrying Capacity: Cables on perforated trays are rated using Reference Method E or F, while
unperforated trays use Reference Method C .

o Practical Limitations: Achieving more than 30% perforation in sheet metal trays can compromise strength,
making basket or ladder trays preferable for high ventilation needs .

Accessories and Customization
Cable tray holes also allow for accessories such as:
o Cable ties and clamps for securing cables

o0 Entry and exit points for cables
o Couplers, bends, and tees for routing around obstacles Manufacturers often provide trays with custom hole
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patterns to balance strength, ventilation, and cable tie placement, and trays can be powder-coated or
galvanized for durability . In summary, cable tray holes are essential for ventilation, safety, and compliance,
with perforated trays requiring at least 30% open area according to BS 7671, while ladder and basket trays
offer higher airflow and flexibility for complex installations .

Cable Tray Technical Guide A practical guide to product selection and installation This guide for engineers
and installers has been

Learn how to install cable trays for large-scale projects with our professional, step-by-step guide covering
industry

Make cable tray, trunking and ladder connections using standard fittings. Cable tray and trunking will be
installed with

A bare copper equipment grounding conductor should not be placed in an aluminum cable tray due to the
potential for electrolytic

Most electricians think the holesin cable tray are there for cable ties. They"re not.

1. The document outlines codes and standards that must be followed for design and construction of cable trays
and their

MP Husky cable tray clamps are the most reliable, highest quality, and cost effective cable tray clampsin the
industry. Proper cable

INTRODUCTION The B-Line series Cable Tray Manual was produced by our technical staff. We recognize
the need for a complete

Installing a cable tray system requires careful planning to ensure it can support the weight of the cables and
adheres

Place 2nd part around opposite end of Trough Tray, align clamp holes and install hardware. ) Recommended
torque: for 3/8"

Learn everything about cable tray installation with our complete guide. Discover types, steps, and safety tips
for

Eaton's B-Line Business reserves the right to make changes to the specifications, materials, equipment, prices,
or the availability of
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Standard Support Construction Of The Cable Tray RS With the RS 60 cable tray installation system, we offer
you the last installation

Attaching a channel cable tray by using the method illustrated in Figure 3-88 maintains the electrical
requirements, and the bolted

Grounding and bonding of cable trays There are three wiring options for providing an EGC in

Instead of large conduits, cable channel may be used very effectively to support cable drops from the cable
tray run to the equipment
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